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It has been going on a long time. When Robert Louis Stevenson, 
before he went to Samoa, observed, " Socialism is said to be coming ; 
it is here. When everybody is engaged in sawing off the bough his 
neighbor is standing on, that's Socialism" (I quote without book). 
Stevenson sensed it at the inception. But what of Mr. Creel's gleeful 
reply at a Socialist love-feast : " What will become of our millionaires ? 
When we get through with them, they'll have very little left." 

What have we with us in the very air we breathe? This rotten- 
ness that is creeping into our daily thought? No nationality! No 
common honesty f No home ! No chastity ! All seething in the imag- 
inations of as yet perfectly law-abiding people (except Mr. Creel). 
Now look at the Congressional investigation of Bolshevism. Nothing 
appears there except these same vague imaginings put to their logical 
test. The microbe is here, next comes the black death. 

There is one weapon at hand — a weapon most effective among 
the plain people. Now that women can vote more or less, let us take 
hold of the conservatism that lies in their habits of thought. It has 
been the instinct of womankind to build up the home, and around it the 
state, ever since the first woman tamed the first man. Make no mis- 
take. Equal distribution of wealth may appeal ; but equal distribution 
of women and babies hurried into asylums to die, and no conservation 
of property — these will not suit at all. Never has such a campaign 
document come to hand as that testimony. The Republican managers 
should see to it that a copy gets into every house in the agricultural 
sections and among the wage-earning class. The old slogan, " defense 
of the home," will have some force with such a commentary. Let the 
Republicans make it theirs. 

New York City. An American. 

THE UNIVERSE AND JOHN BURROUGHS 
Sir, — 

John Burroughs' article in your January number, " Shall We 
Accept the Universe ? " is rationalistic in method and optimistic in 
tone, but it does not fully reflect the latest scientific views of the 
ultimate realities either on the materialistic or psychical side, and it 
does not fully account for some of the highest motives in human 
conduct. 

Science has no evidence of the existence of one and only one 
universe, nor is there evidence of the existence of one and only one 
supreme personality or being. The earth is a unit; the sun and the 
planets and their satellites are a system ; we know also that there are 
countless other solar systems scattered throughout infinite space. But 
astronomers have never ascertained that these countless systems con- 
stitute one ultimate system rather than a plurality of systems. The 
same chemical elements appear to compose all the stars, and very 
likely there are all-pervading laws of force and motion; but these 
common properties do not make the bodies one, any more than uni- 
form color or habits make the sheep in a drove one sheep, or the 
birds in a flock one bird. Thus the ultimate physical totality may be 
an aggregate rather than a universe. Kapteyn and some other noted 
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astronomers hold that the visible stellar universe has resulted from 
the collision of two enormous gas clouds coming from opposite re- 
gions of boundless space — a theory which points to a pluralistic ultimate 
conception. 

The truth regarding the psychical realities is largely similar. The 
individual person in the main is a unit ; but the whole human race is 
not one personality. Many types and traits of character are opposite 
or mutually exclusive; such as, husband and wife, parent and child, 
soldier and nurse, artist and machinist; or blondness and swarthi- 
ness, seriousness and merriment, contemplation and activity, asceti- 
cism and luxuriousness. The sum of individuals and types, therefore, 
is not one personality, but an aggregate of individuals or races. Fur- 
thermore, since human life has its source and inspiration in still 
higher psychical realities, we must attribute to the latter in infinitely 
higher forms all the types and traits found in humanity and presum- 
ably many not found in humanity. In the final synthesis, then, we 
shall have, not one male supreme being, as Mr. Burroughs holds, but 
a society or perhaps hierarchy of beings. There will be the divine 
Mother, Father, Child, Friend, Architect, Artist, Laborer, Statesman, 
Soldier, Nurse, Teacher, and many others. This society, needless to 
say, would resemble the deities of the Greeks and Romans. 

More correctly, the true view may be a compromise between 
the monistic and pluralistic ideas: in some degree the realities are 
one, but in some degree, on the other hand, the universe is many. 
A serious difficulty for the rationalists is that we must choose be- 
tween employing old religious terms in new and misleading senses, 
and inventing new terms for the new conceptions. The latter is 
quite difficult, and we have as yet but partially accomplished it. 

Mr. Burroughs presents a hopeful view of human evolution and 
welfare, but he does not clearly show why human beings should devote 
their lives to such an enduring system. It is easy to see why indi- 
viduals should labor for the pleasures experienced in their own lives. 
But why should they labor for future generations ? Are they to serve 
the universe for naught? The answer must be that, just as there are 
enduring objective physical processes, so also there are enduring sub- 
jective psychical processes. The individual life has its final realiza- 
tion, not in the present existence, but in the larger evolutionary pro- 
cesses that reach through the ages. In other words, the individuals 
in the highest sense live on and themselves share in the higher joys 
and achievements for which they labor and suffer. 

Briefly, in conclusion, I would say that, while Mr. Burroughs' 
views are in many respects instructive and encouraging, there is need 
of recognition of other fundamental realities, and need of a statement 
of the inner motives that actuate humanity in the super-individual 
labors and achievements of civilization. 

Cyrus H. Eshleman. 

Ludington, Mich. 

A SOLDIER ON WAR AND PEACE 
Sir, — 

The darkness of war which for four years has covered the face 
of the earth is clearing away. It rests with us whether the world 



